Penn Yan Rotary Club Local Scholarship Programs

The Penn Yan Rotary Club supports 3 local scholarships each year which are awarded in June. Each scholarship is for $500 and is awarded through Dollars for Scholars. 

1. The first is called the Keuka College Scholarship. This is awarded to a graduating senior from the Penn Yan Academy that will be attending Keuka College. The recipient of this scholarship is selected by the Penn Yan Academy. The Penn Yan Rotary club realizes that Keuka College is a vital part of our community and this is one way in which we support them and a deserving youth of our community.

2. The second is called the Penn Yan Academy Scholarship. The following criteria is

       used and the items are ranked by importance:         

a. Service as an officer of Interact

b. Service as an active member of Interact

c. Commitment to other service to the community

d. Financial need  

        The procedure for this scholarship is that the Interact advisor will submit a list of at least one Interacter that best meets the above criteria. It is appropriate for the Board of Directors to be notified of the selection(s) also. This list will be submitted to the PYA Guidance office by April 1st . The PYA Guidance office staff can also consider other qualified potential recipients that meet the above criteria and contact the Interact advisor for consultation and the final decision for the recipient of this scholarship. It is the intent of this scholarship to recognize community service of our youth and especially community service through our Rotary sponsored Interact club.

3. The last and newest scholarship is called the Penn Yan Rotary Club Vocational       Scholarship. This scholarship was started in June of 2000. There is a short application that must be completed that is on file with the PYA Guidance office. The completed applications will be reviewed by a special committee chaired by the Vocational Director and they will select the recipient of this scholarship. Normally, the applications will be due by mid-March so that the name can be given to the PYA by April 1st. The criteria for this scholarship can be found on the application, but it is intended to show our support of the vocational studies which are so vital to our rural community.

Penn Yan Rotary Club – A Brief History

The Early Years:  Twenty-five men desired to have a local Rotary club. At the time, the nearest club was in Geneva, NY. On February 3, 1922 a motion was made and passed to form “The Rotary Club of Penn Yan”. (See a separate sheet for more detail on our founding). The Charter was granted from Rotary International on March 1, 1922 but was actually presented on March 22, 1922. We were sponsored by the Geneva Club. This meeting was attended by over 200 Rotarians, including 23 of the 25 charter members from Penn Yan. The first President was Clarence R. Andrews. The meetings were held at the “Knapp House” and then were moved to the Hotel Benham. (This hotel was located where the Community Bank is now located). Our sincere thanks to our club historian, Lloyd Emerson, who preserved much of our history and put it into pamphlet form for our 75th anniversary in 1997. I would suggest that anyone that is truly interested in seeing the history of the involvement of the Penn Yan Rotary Club with the Penn Yan community and the world, to take the time to look through some of the notes compiled by Lloyd. He is also the “keeper” of our original charter. The first anniversary celebration was attended by 149 people. By 1928, the club membership had grown to 45 men. Dues in 1935 were $10 per member. This was a considerable amount for the times. Considering our dues for the year 2000 are only $90 I would say that they are a “bargain”. The club has a history of recognizing and honoring the youth of our community. In the thirties this was in the form of annually recognizing our local farmers and future farmers. By 1937, the membership had grown to 60 men.  In 1938 we sponsored our first and only other Rotary Club (Dundee). Their organizational meeting was on November 21, 1938. They were presented their charter on February 8, 1939. We still enjoy a special relationship with the Dundee Rotary Club. On January 27, 1947 Paul Harris, the founder of Rotary, died in Chicago. On March 26, 1947 our 25th anniversary celebration was held at the Benham Hotel. Membership had grown to 85 men. 

The next 25 years:  In 1954 the dues were raised from $10 to $15 (a 50% increase!). In 1955 we were proud to have our first District 712 Governor from Penn Yan, Wes Haines. In 1956 we voted our approval in supporting a 4 county Summer Camp for handicapped children to be held at camp Babcock Hovey on Seneca Lake. The annual cost was $75 but this quickly was raised to $200. We still support this worthy cause (now called Camp Onseyawa) but the annual cost is over $2,000 even though we have less than half the members they did in 1956. By the 50’s we were also very involved in the foreign exchange program and sponsoring Little League and other youth activities including the annual “farm day” where we recognized many area farmers and future farmers.  In March of 1959, the meeting place was changed to the Wagner Hotel located at 227 Main St. (Yates County Public Safety Bldg. is located at this site now). The Benham Hotel had been sold and a Lincoln Rochester Trust Co. had planned on building a bank at this site. During this period, membership was fairly active with between 75 – 100 members. There was a Junior Rotarian program, an annual minstrel show and many foreign exchange 

experiences. On March 18, 1967 we held our first Rotary Radio Days which netted a profit of $750. On February 5, 2000 we completed our most recent radio auction which will net about $5,000. By the early 70’s, fundraisers also included a “poinsettia project” and a “boat raffle”. Membership was at 89. On May 8, 1972 we held our 50th anniversary celebration dinner at The Dresden. Fran Orcutt was our President and a brief review of the 50 years of service was highlighted. The “Rotary Community Service Award” was started in 1974 with Dick Johnson as its first recipient for his involvement with the Boy Scouts. 

Fifty to 100 years:  An interesting side note is that on May 2, 1975 the Penn Yan Rotary Little League team chose a girl for the first time when they selected Carol Henderson. We still sponsor a Little League team (began in 1957). On August 22, 1975 Lew Gracey was presented as our first Paul Harris Fellow (Rotarian since 1934, president in 63-64 with a long history of service above self). Although each year holds its own memories and accomplishments, we are also attempting to get lists of the recipients of the awards, scholarships, etc. that our club has sponsored over the years. If we have one, you should find the list on a separate sheet. Membership began to wane for a variety of reasons and by 1990 had fallen to below 60. By the  mid 1990’s that figure would fall to about 40, where it remains today. The meeting place had also changed several times since we last mentioned the Wagner Hotel. The places included The Keuka, St. Mark’s Terrace, Keuka College, Herr Jensen’s, and the Elks Club. In the late 1990’s we moved to Sarassins/Keuka Lake Pub & Grille and then in 1999 to our current location at Millers Essenhaus on Rte 14A. Some of the more noteworthy events in the 1980’s was the PolioPlus Campaign and the first female members in May of 1988. Actually, the Penn Yan Rotary Club had made Katherine Gillette Blyley, President of Keuka College, an honorary member some years prior, but our first official female members were Bonnie McKenzie and Michaela Cosgrove, both from the Keuka College community. Amy Manley was our first female president in 1992 and Bonnie McKenzie followed her the year after. Women are an important part of Rotary and the Penn Yan Rotary Club. Under the guidance of Rotarians Jeff Krans and Dan Gifondorwa, an Interact Club was chartered in April of 1990. It was the third such club for high school age persons in District 7120. Today there are 33 Interact Clubs in the District. The 75th anniversary celebration was held on September 30, 1997 at Sarassins Restaurant, Lake St., Penn Yan with Jorgen Overgaard acting as President. This was a unique year with four Past-Presidents taking 3 months each and serving as President.  The 90’s have included some new ideas as well as continuing many of our traditions. A renewed spirit of giving back to the community and the recognition of the people and youth of our community has brought us to the year 2005 and our 100th birthday. We have spent the last year enjoying our current theme of “Celebrate Rotary”.

The Next 100 Years: Perhaps our biggest challenge will be to find new members who have a passion to give back to the Penn Yan community and the world through the ideals of Rotary and “service above self” which is our Rotary International theme for 2005-2006. It brings us back to our “roots” of being a service club!
4-H Awards from Penn Yan Rotary Club

The Clarence Tallman Award was established on June 28, 1974 and is named after Rotarian Clarence Tallman. Clarence joined the Penn Yan Rotary Club on September 17, 1968 and was the Yates County 4-H Extension Agent. He was a dedicated Rotarian and served has President in 1972-73. He was involved and interested in all the youth activities of the Penn Yan Rotary Club. He passed away suddenly on October 11, 1973.This award is to be given each year to a deserving 4-H Club member who exemplifies the ideals and standards by which Clarence lived. Eligible candidates were to have brief written resumes submitted to a Penn Yan Rotary Committee four weeks before the 4-H Achievement night. The person selected was to receive a plaque plus have their name inscribed on a 12 year award plaque to be displayed in the County building. As a side note, a memorial fund was also set up by the 4-H which is not funded by the Penn Yan Rotary Club. That fund is used for grant money and must be applied for through the 4-H organization. It is called the Clarence Tallman 4-H Memorial Fund Grant. The award was discontinued after 1985. Currently, the plaque is in the possession of the Penn Yan Rotary Club, but perhaps there will be a designated place of honor at the proposed new County building.  The names of the people on the plaque are:

1974 

Carl Lockwood


1980

Pam Jensen

1975

Dale Hallings



1981

Tami Jensen

1976

Jim Ingram



1982

Harry Swarthout

1977

Judy Jensen



1983

Esther Kennedy

1978

Katie Stuart



1984

Katie Harris

1979

Rich Wheeler



1985

Claudia Travis

The David Eames Award was established on September 21, 1978. David Eames joined the Penn Yan Rotary Club on June 17, 1969 with a classification of “bank manager”. He was very friendly and had a willingness to help. He was a dedicated Rotarian. He was President-elect for the 1978-79 year when he suddenly passed away on June 30, 1978. He was active in the youth activities and in 4-H. Each year a deserving 4-H member is selected to receive this award which is based on community service and the spirit of “service above self”. There was a 12-year plaque also with this award which ceased in 1989. The award continues to this day, but they are not added to the plaque. Currently the plaque is in the possession of the Penn Yan Rotary Club. The award is made every year in late September or early October at the 4H annual meeting. Prior winners include:

2008 Cat Krachtovil (Penn Yan)

2007 Josh Burgert (Middlesex)
2006 Michaela Swarthout
2005 Allie Waye-Walker
2004 Clarissa Scott

2003 Angel Bingham

2002 Elizabeth Swarthout

2001 Sarah Mattison

2000 Adam Travis      (Individual plaques now given to winner)

1999 Lisa Wehnau

1998 Eden Wadsworth

1997 Natalie Jensen

1996 Emily Burdick

1995 Julie Kneeland

1994 Sarah Anderson

1993 Susanne Guarney

1992 Andrea Gillespie

1991 no recipient

1990 Michael Dennis

1989 Laura Dennis
    (The last name on the plaque! All winners below appear also)

1988 Kendra Seely

1987 Nathan Gillespie

1986 Sam Loomis

1985 Rena Switzer

1984 Loren Nowak, Jr.

1983 Maureen Bogue

1982 Amy Sorensen

1981 Esther Kennedy

1980 Katie Stuart

1979 Nancy Mortensen

1978 John Peck

Community Awards

The Penn Yan Rotary Club has always attempted to recognize people in the community. 

The “Pillar of the Community” Award: This award began on April 20, 1999 in an effort to expand our annual Community Service Award. It was felt that there were many deserving people that were not being recognized and that there should be more than one award presented each year. Those that have been designated as Pillars of the Community: 

Steve Tombley (6/2008)

Tim & Mary Eckerson (3/2008)

James Long, Jr. (9/4/2007)

Mary Ann Andrews (

Millie Bloomquist (3/20/2006)

Linda Jackson   (12/20/2005)

Doris Carey        (9/20/2005)
William Turner  (11/30/2004)
Charlie Spacek  (4/27/2004)
Flora Nielsen & Jean Pickett (6/24/2003)

Nancy Jameson (2/25/2003)

Don and Corinne Stork (2/1/2000)

Randy Knapp    (8/31/1999)

Delores Pulver  (4/20/1999)

The Community Service Award of the Year has traditionally been awarded at the annual “Officers Night” dinner meeting in June where the gavel is passed to the new officers for the new Rotary year which begins July 1st. This is also the event where the “Rotarian of the Year” and any “Paul Harris Fellows” are announced. Worthy members of the Penn Yan community are nominated by Rotarians each year. The Board of Directors then have the difficult responsibility to select one recipient. They are invited as our guests to the dinner and presented with a certificate. Past recipients are:

2007
Joyce Veil




2006
Christine Huggler-Wyant
2005
Not Awarded




2004   Mr.& Mrs. Steve Trombley

2003  Grace & Dean Knapton



2002   Maureen Wise

2001   David Schiek




2000   Gail Yonge

1999   Delores Pulver




1998   Evelyn Emerson

1997   Linda Canham




1996   Ronald Nissen

1995   The Buckwheat Festival


1994   Ed Wedge

1993   Edith Colvin




1992   Betty Bistoff

1991   Corinne Stork




1990   Nelson Hansen

1989   Millie Bloomquist



1988   Bruce Hansen

1987   Robert Maxwell



1986   Ronald Nissen

1985   Jane Wilcox




1984   Charlie Marks

Prior to 1984 recipients included William White, Ken Johnson, Barbara Burkes, Dick Johnson, Larry McLaughlin, Walt Jones, Lew Potts, Rose Hommell, Bill Joselyn, And Sue Goodrich. The history of this award will be researched more thoroughly at a later date.
School Awards

Penn Yan Academy:  It is our hope to honor a deserving high school student or students that are selected by the Academy for most of the school months. We have named this award “The Student of the Month”.  The award began on October 20, 1998 and includes the following outstanding students:

10/02/07  Sondra Warriner

04/17/07   Steven Culp

02/13/07   Caitlin Pallischek

12/12/06   Michael Manley
10/17/06   Peter Martens

02/28/06   Melissa Rood

12/20/05   Nicole Walton

10/25/05   Andrea Ritzler
04/12/05   Nicole Walton
02/15/05   Tia Sheldon                   (actually awarded on March 8th!)
12/14/04   Katie Newcomb

10/26/04   Erin Johnson

03/23/04   Robert O’Dell

01/20/04   Joseph Panzik

11/25/03   Peter Osgood

04/08/03   Kerry Hallings

02/11/03   Kyle Knapton

12/10/02   Alyssa Marsh

10/15/02   Joseph Bell

04/12/02   Joseph Bell

02/10/02   Angela Marshall

12/11/01   Andrea Wyant

10/16/01   Timothy Banach, Jessica Butler

05/15/01   The PYA Select choir under the direction of Jessica Frankie

04/24/01   Elaine Daggett, Brendan Hamm, Carrie Mitchell

03/20/01   Brett Darrow, Trisha Wilbur

01/16/01   Caitlin Wunder

12/19/00   Jessica Burkhead, Abby Castner

11/21/00   Kate Huggler

10/17/00   Nate Henderson

03/18/00   Marinda Wyant




01/18/00   Steve Legg

12/14/99   Meghan Scherer

11/10/99   Sadie Lafler & Jen Smith

10/19/99   Julia Welbourne & Allison McGuffie

05/18/99   Emily Fitzgibbons

04/13/99   Aminda Breeds

03/16/99   Minnie Henderson

02/16/99   Tim Christensen & Mike Mahar

01/19/99   Emily Lilyea & Ian Lawson

12/15/98   Jennifer Smolos

11/17/98   Natalie Jensen

10/20/98   Aaron Vaughn

Middle School:  We felt that it was also appropriate to occasionally honor a deserving Middle School student and call it the Middle School Achiever Award. Our first award was on April 27, 1999. The honorees include:

11/07/07   Chey Bradley
03/13/07   Caitlin Coriale

01/13/07   Kristen Andersen
11/14/06   Allison Perl

05/09/06   Eric Multer

01/17/06   Kari Sutton

11/08/05   Ariel Christensen

05/10/05   Leighann Marble
03/08/05   Elizabeth Weeden

01/11/05   Ranier Hamm   
11/09/04   Lauren Stork

03/23/04   Eli Maroscher

03/11/03   Scott Doty

01/14/03   Alex Kuehne

03/12/02   Caitlyn Mothersell

11/20/02   Holly Pealer

11/14/01   Thomas Fleming

01/16/01   Melissa Martisch

11/21/00   James Duncan

03/21/00   Genevieve Dickinson

01/18/00   Brent Perry

10/19/99   Kyle Detwiler

06/08/99   Trisha Wilbur

04/27/99   Erin Moravec

Special Recognition:  We are always hopeful that a Rotary member or person of the community will alert us when there is a special award that a local teacher or school district employee has earned. Renee Williams was certified by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards and we recognized her on March 16, 1999. This past year we recognized PYA teacher John Kriese for being named the Outstanding Ag teacher/program for 2000.

PYCSD Employee Recognition Program

Recognition for Years of Service:  Another recognition program that was started this year is to honor the employees of the Penn Yan School District who have been serving the community for 31 years or over OR who are retiring with at least 25 years of service. Normally this recognition will coincide with Education Week in October, but the first one was held on April 25th, 2000. 12 employees (9 teachers, 1 administrator, 1 food service person and 1 maintenance) were so recognized. As other employees reach the 31 years of service or retire with the 25 years of service, they too will be so honored.  The honorees have been for the year noted:

1999-2000:  Thomas Abraham, Stephen Andrus, Stephen Breuer, Concetta (Connie) Castelluzzo, Stephen Darrow, Paul Emerson, Lucille Farrell, Donald Meyer, Richard Rothfuss, Augustine Santullo, Jr., Thomas Smart & Victor Paige.

2000-2001:  Helen Ansley, Carol Chester, John Lambrosa, Edward Loesch, Connie Shelanskey, & Elliot Vorce.

2001-2002:  Barbara Bailey, Jon Baldwin, Sherry Gibbon, Carol Hall, David Karweck, Gregory Marion, John Miles, Barbara Paige, Lavro Polon, Susan Reynolds, Carol Scudamore & Edgar Wedge

2002-2003:  Donald Beach, JoAnn Colvin, Sylvia DeMay, Terrill Dinehart, Anne Emerson, Deborah Manahan, William LaRock, Colleen Ribble & Mary Ellen Smolos.

2003-2004:   William Clark, Robert Gillespie, David Smith, Thomas Spearing, Annette Toaspern & James Verstringhe.

2004-2005:  Robert Church, Carol Darrow, Richard Darrow, Jaqueline DeBolt, Carol Fitzgibbons, Elaine Gleason, John Manley, Brian Minor, Rich Stewart & Terry Test.

In 2005 the format of the recognition changed as it was more difficult to identify the length of service of the employees and it was difficult for them to make a dinner meeting. 
Due to the absence of getting accurate records, it was decided that we would honor ALL staff at the PYCSD by giving them an apple and “thank you”. This was done in the 2006-2007 year during the “teacher appreciation” week with the idea it would be continued each year.
Interact Club

Interact is a Rotary sponsored service club for young people age 14-18. Interact Clubs can either be school or community based and are required to carry out at least two service projects annually – one that serves their school or community and another that furthers international understanding. Although each club is sponsored by a local Rotary Club whose members offer guidance and support, Interact Clubs are responsible for planning, financing, organizing and executing their own projects. Each Interact Club must have a Rotarian advisor who is a member of the sponsoring Rotary Club. This advisor must attend every meeting of a community-based club. A school-based club is subject to the policies and regulations of that particular school. In most instances, a faculty counselor is appointed to work with the Interactors. In this case, the Rotarian advisor is only required to attend the Interact Club’s board meetings. An Interact Club must have at least 15 members and meet twice each month. A service project or club event can be substituted for a meeting. Members are required to attend 60 percent to the “meetings” to be a member in good standing. An Interact Club is not allowed to merge with any other organization or club.

The first Interact Club was formed at Melbourne High School in Florida on October 28, 1962. The club had 23 charter members. Today, there are over 6,600 Interact Clubs in 101 countries with over 152,000 Interacters worldwide.

The Penn Yan Interact Club was started during the 1989-1990 Rotary year and was officially established on March 25, 1990 as a community-based club with 17 charter members. The official charter ceremony was held on Sunday May 20, 1990 at the newly renovated “Owl’s Nest Community Center” that the Rotary Club had helped restore. Kimberly Krans was the first President and the Rotary Club President was Tom Hunt. Rotarian Dan Gifondorwa was the first Interact Advisor and Rotarian Jeff Krans served as Interact Committee Chairperson. Other Rotarians that have served as advisor are Jorgen Overgaard, Kimberly Bedient Williamson, Stacy Wyant & Evelyn Emerson. The first slate of officers in 1990 included President Kimberly Krans, Vice President Kristin Toaspern, Secretary Christine Reeve, and Treasurer Jennifer Pinneo. The Penn Yan Interact Club was the third club in the entire District 7120. As of February 2005, there were 33 Interact Clubs in the District. As you can see, community service is alive and well in our youth and it continues to grow. Unfortunately, accurate records were not always maintained, but we have a partial list of prior officers (see next page). The list of community service projects that they perform is long and varied. The club is required to have one International project. For many years the Club has sponsored a girl from India (Rheka Goira) through Children’s International. The Club has been able to see her grow through photos and correspondence that are sent each year. They make monthly donations plus special donations for Christmas, Easter and/or her birthday. This is a major portion of their annual budget. Local service included help at Clinton Crest Manor, Rainbow Junction, Head Start, assisting Rotary Club in many activities including road clean-up, Starshine, Rotary Radio Days, Halloween Community event, Easter Egg project with Delores Pulver, Christmas for the Needy, planting project at the Homestead, and others. Social activities for the Club include camaraderie during the service events and fund raisers plus special events such as bike riding and the “Decades Dance”.

Penn Yan Interact Officers

1990:              See body of main article
1998-1999:     Co-Presidents Catherine Overgaard & Mackenzie Smart

1999-2000:     Pres. Marinda Wyant, V. Pres. Luke Ingram, Co-Treasurers Lisa Fullagar    

                         & Jessica Butler, Co-Secretaries Brett Darrow and Caitlin Wunder

2000-2001:     Pres. Caitlin Wunder, V. Pres. Andrew Smart, Co-Treasurers Lindsay

                         Huggler & Andrea Wyant, Co-Secretaries Jessica Butler & Jenn Ellis

2001-2002:     Pres. Rebecca Ruthven, V. Pres. Jenn Ellis, Co-Treasurers Kyle Knapton 

                         & Aaron Wilson, Corresponding Sec. Jessica Butler, Recording Sec. Beth  

  DeLooza and Public Relations Director Andrea Wyant. DISC        representative was Rebecca Ruthven who also served as DISC Secretary.

2002-2003:    Pres. Kyle Knapton, Co-V. Presidents Heather Brown & Kate Huggler, 

                       Co-Treasurers Matt Bloom and Trevor Smart, Recording Sec. Katie Ribble

                       & Corresponding Sec Kristi Jayne and membership chairpersons Jenna 

                        Fingar, Lauren Huggler & Amanda James. DISC representative was Kyle



Knapton who also served as DISC officer.

2003-2004:    Co- Presidents Heather Brown & Katie Ribble, V. Pres. Amanda James,

                       Treasurer Kara Schroeder, Secretary Samantha “Sammy” Wyant and 

                        Membership chairpersons Lauren Huggler & Josh Wyant. DISC delegate



Was Katie Ribble who also served as DISC secretary. 

2004-2005:    President Samantha “Sammy” Wyant,  Co- V. Presidents Shawna Falzone                                  & Kara Schroeder, Treasurer Alex Brown, Secretary Lauren Huggler and Corresponding Secretary Tarin Baxter. Membership chairman Josh Wyant. DISC secretary was Samantha (Sammi) Wyant and our delegates are Josh Wyant & Geoff Mattoon.

2005-2006:   Co-Presidents Alex Brown & Kara Schroeder, Treasurer Nick Baxter & Secretary Joshua Wyant. Delegates to the District were Josh Wyant & Geoff Mattoon.

2006-2007:  President Josh Wyant, Co V. Pres. Courtney Spencer & Kimberly Samuelson, Sec. Angela Carroll, Treasurer Geoff Mattoon. Delegate was Liz Weeden
2007-2008: President Megan Foster, Co V Pres. Emily Henderson & Geoff Mattoon, Sec. Liz Weeden, Treasurer Patrick Tolbert. Delegate to be decided.
